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Dear Fathers, Brothers and Sisters in Christ!

May the Risen Lord be our freedom and redemption. May

the blessings of this season be upon us and our families.

May our Blessed Mother assist us in experiencing the

freshness of the new wine.

The diocese has been fortunate and is grateful to God for

the gift of seven new priests and seven new deacons. Our

presbyterium has received the freshness of the holiness

of God. We as the diocese thank God for this great favour.

There are also about six other Ordiantion of religious

priests, several religious professions and very many

parishes having confirmations. Let us remain faithful to

this presence of God among us.

Once again we are given the privilege of celebrating the

feast of our Lady of Lourdes of Chetpet. Let us thank our

Mother for her love and protection. We once again

rededicate our diocese, especially all our families and pray

to her to protect us.
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We are also fortunate to celebrate the feast of St. Joseph

the Worker. It is a very important celebration in the

Church. Let us pray for all workers. India, especially Tamil

Nadu is in a crucial time. The Monsoon has  failed us,

agriculture has become futile. The land is becoming a

desert. The farmers are in a desparate situation. We have

a moral duty to pray and assist our farmers. May the Lord

move the hearts of those in authority to come to the

assistance of these farmers.

The season of Easter speaks to us of the journey to Emmaus

of the two disciples who set out from Jerusalem.  It can be

summed up in three words: death, resurrection and life.

Death.  The two disciples are returning, full of despair and

disappointment, to life as usual.  The Master is dead and

thus it is pointless to hope.  They feel disappointment and

despair.  Theirs is a journey of return, as they leave behind

the painful experience of Jesus’ crucifixion.  The crisis of

the cross, indeed the “scandal” and “foolishness” of the

cross (cf. 1 Cor 1:18, 2:2), seems to have buried any hope

they had.  The one on whom they had built their lives is

dead; in his defeat, he brought all their aspirations with

him to the tomb.

They could not believe that their Master and Saviour, who

had raised others from the dead and healed the sick, would

end up hanging on the cross of shame.  They could not

understand why Almighty God had not saved him from

such a disgraceful death.  The cross of Christ was the

cross of their own ideas about God; the death of Christ
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was the death of what they thought God to be.  But in

fact, it was they who were dead, buried in the tomb of

their limited understanding. 

How often do we paralyze ourselves by refusing to

transcend our own ideas of God, a god created in the image

and likeness of man!  How often do we despair by refusing

to believe that God’s omnipotence is not one of power and

authority, but rather of love, forgiveness and life!

The disciples recognized Jesus in the “breaking of the

bread”, in the Eucharist.  Unless we tear apart the veil

clouding our vision and shatter the hardness of our hearts

and our prejudices, we will never be able to recognize the

face of God.

Resurrection.  In the gloom of their darkest night, at the

moment of their greatest despair, Jesus approaches the

two disciples and walks at their side, to make them see

that he is “the Way, and the Truth and the Life” (Jn 14:6). 

Jesus turns their despair into life, for when human hope

vanishes, divine hope begins to shine in its place.  “What

is impossible with men is possible with God” (Lk 18:27; cf.

1:37).  When we reach the depths of failure and

helplessness, when we rid ourselves of the illusion that

we are the best, sufficient unto ourselves and the centre

of our world, then God reaches out to us to turn our night

into dawn, our affliction into joy, our death into

resurrection.  He turns our steps back to Jerusalem, back

to life and to the victory of the Cross (cf. Heb 11:34).



4

After meeting the Risen Lord, the two disciples returned

filled with joy, confidence and enthusiasm, ready to bear

witness.  The Risen One made them rise from the tomb of

their unbelief and their sorrow.  Encountering the Lord,

crucified and risen, they discovered the meaning and

fulfillment of the whole of Scripture, the Law and the

Prophets.  They discovered the meaning of the apparent

defeat of the cross.

Those who do not pass from the experience of the cross to

the truth of the resurrection condemn themselves to

despair!  For we cannot encounter God without first

crucifying our narrow notions of a god who reflects only

our own understanding of omnipotence and power. 

Life.  The encounter with the Risen Jesus transformed

the lives of those two disciples because meeting the Risen

One transforms every life, and makes fruitful what is

barren (cf. BENEDICT XVI, General Audience, 11 April 2007). 

Faith in the resurrection is not a product of the Church,

but the Church herself is born of faith in the resurrection. 

As Saint Paul says: “If Christ has not been raised, then

our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain” (1

Cor 15:14).

The Risen Lord vanished from the sight of the disciples in

order to teach us that we cannot hold on to Jesus as he

appeared in history: “Blessed are those who believe and

yet have not seen” (Jn 21:29; cf. 20:17).  The Church needs

to know and believe that Jesus lives within her and gives
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her life in the Eucharist, the scriptures and the

sacraments.  The disciples on the way to Emmaus realized

this, and returned to Jerusalem in order to share their

experience with the others: “We have seen the Risen One…

Yes, he is truly risen!” (cf. Lk 24:32).

The experience of the disciples on the way to Emmaus

teaches us that it is of no use to fill our places of worship

if our hearts are empty of the fear of God and of his

presence.  It is of no use to pray if our prayer to God does

not turn into love for our brothers and sisters.  All our

religiosity means nothing unless it is inspired by deep

faith and charity.  It is of no use to be concerned about

our image, since God looks at the soul and the heart (cf. 1

Sam 16:7) and he detests hypocrisy (cf. Lk 11:37-

54; Acts 5:3, 4) For God, it is better not to believe than to

be a false believer, a hypocrite!

True faith is one that makes us more charitable, more

merciful, more honest and more humane.  It moves our

hearts to love everyone without counting the cost, without

distinction and without preference.  It makes us see the

other not as an enemy to be overcome, but a brother or

sister to be loved, served and helped.  It spurs us on to

spread, defend and live out the culture of encounter,

dialogue, respect and fraternity.  It gives us the courage

to forgive those who have wronged us, to extend a hand to

the fallen, to clothe the naked, to feed the hungry, to visit

the imprisoned, to help orphans, to give drink to those

who thirst, and to come to the aid of the elderly and those

in need (cf. Mt 25).  True faith leads us to protect the rights
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of others with the same zeal and enthusiasm with which

we defend our own.  Indeed, the more we grow in faith

and knowledge, the more we grow in humility and in the

awareness of our littleness.

Our Holy Father Francis has invited us to meditate on

the experience of Emmaus. Let it be our own journey.

Being Month of May we implore special blessings from our

Mother on all our parishes, families and individuals. May

she lead us to experience this experience of resurrection.

Bishop’s Programme

01 Mon Chennai

02 Tue E Our Lady of Lourdes Feast, Chetpet

03 Wed M Our Lady of Lourdes Feast, Chetpet

05 Fri E Priestly Ordination, Zamin Gudalore

06 Sat M Youth Commission, Vellore

07 Sun M Confirmation, Koviloor,

09-10 Trichy

13 Sat M First Profession, Sacred Heart Sisters,

Rangapuram

14 Sun M Confirmation, Alliandal

15 Mon E Priestly Ordination, Gengapattu

16 Tue M Perpetual Profession, Sacred Heart Sisters,

Pathiavaram

17 Wed E Priestly Ordination, Kasthambadi

18 Thu E Priestly Ordiantion, Santhavasal

19 Fri M Confirmation, Melpudupakkam

20 Sat M Confirmation, Mazhuvankaranai

E Confirmation, Jolarpet
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21 Sun M Confirmation, Kariyandal

24 Wed M Confirmation,Pavitiram

25 Thu Youth Meeting

26 Fri M Substation New Chapel blessing, Perumanam

27 Sat M Sagayapuram Silver Jubilee, Anthoniyarpuram

28 Sun M Confirmation, Eleyankanni

31 Wed M Feast, Maruthuvambadi

+Most Rev. Dr. P. Soundararaju, SDB.,

Bishop of Vellore

VICAR GENERAL’S OFFICE

New Deacons

Bro. A. Chinnasamy. Bro. P. Daniel Sharma, Bro. A. Dinesh,

Bro. M. Gregory, Bro. M. Lawrence Pius, Bro. V. Sekar,

Bro. S. Velankanni were ordained as deacons by His

Excellency Most Rev. Dr. P. Soundararaju, SDB., Bishop

of Vellore on Tuesday 18 April 2017, at Ulaga Madha

Church, Tiruvannamalai. We welcome and congratulate

the new deacons.

New Priests

Dn. B. Arokia Nirmal Raj, Dn. F. Felix Kamal, Dn. P. John

Paul, Dn. A. Kulandai Yesu, Dn. P. Prakash, Dn. P.Vino

Alphons Xavier, Dn. A. Yesu Durai were ordained as priests

by His Excellency Most Rev. Dr. P. Soundararaju, SDB.,

Bishop of Vellore on Friday  21 April 2017, at Our Lady of

Assumption Cathedral, Vellore. We congratulate and pray

for the new priests. We welcome the new priests to Vellore

Presbytarium
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Monthly Recollection

There is no Recollection for the Month of May.

Rev. Msgr. I.John Robert
Vicar General

PROCURATOR'S OFFICE

GOOD FRIDAY COLLECTION - 2016

 S.No Religious Amount

1 Devikapuram 6448

2 Pavitram 11682

3 Semmiamangalam 2192

4 Gudiyatham 8500

5 Udayendiram 10500

6 Bagayam 7150

7 Koratampet 15000

8 Chetpet 30000

9 St.Thomas Hospital - Chetpet 7000

10 Sathuvacharry 16000

11 Zamingudallore 5000

12 Randamkorattur 1710

13 Shenpakkam 6000

14 Arni 21140

15 Nallur 4000

16 Pulavanbadi 2500

17 Kariyandal 5500

18 Madurampattu 4050

19 Old Town 13500
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20 Jamunamarathur 3010

21 Thirumalpadi 1700

22 Pallalakuppam 930

23 Boodamangalam 2557

24 Arakkonam 38220

25 Mazhuvankarunai 7000

26 Nelliyankulam 1910

27 Cheyyar 8500

28 Theresapuram 3500

29 Pallikonda 14566

30 Udayarkuppam 4100

31 Somasipadi 1800

32 Thanipadi 1000

34 Thandarampet 1050

35 Thalayampallam 2000

36 Kolappalur 9040

37 Pulivanandal 2500

38 T.V.Malai 33230

39 Avoor 3300

40 Salai 2002

41 Viruduvilanginan 5000

42 Japthikarani 1500

43 Cathedral 53580

44 Veeralur 4730

45 Haffieldspet 6390

46 C.Nammiandal 35166

47 Narasingapuram 5740

48 Perunduraipattu 1465
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49 Melpudupakkam 5500

                            Total 438858

Thanks for all those who have alredy remitted the Good

Friday Collection and May I request  to give those who

have not yet given.

Rev. Fr. A.Kulandesu
Procurator
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HUNGER AND DISEASE FUND COLLECTION – 2017

S. DATE PLACE AMOUNT
NO.  RS.

    

1 17.04.2017 Pavithiram                    4,334

2 17.04.2017 Semiamangalam 620

3 17.04.2017 Devikapuram                    3,229

4 17.04.2017 Udayendiram                    3,140

5 17.04.2017 Old Town                  13,600

6 18.04.2017 Gudiyatham                    2,200

7 19.04.2017 Bagayam                    5,000

8 19.04.2017 Kortampet                    5,000

9 19.04.2017 Chetpet                  33,000

10 19.04.2017 Zamin Gudalore 2,500

11 19.04.2017 Randam - Korattur 1,610

12 19.04.2017 Sathuvachary                    6,000

13 19.04.2017 Shenpakkam                    2,500

14 20.04.2017 Arni                    6,720

15 20.04.2017 Nallur                    4,000

16 21.04.2017 Madurampet                    2,000

17 21.04.2017 Thirumalpadi                    1,500

18 21.04.2017 Boodamangalam                   2,933

19 21.04.2017 Arakonam                  22,000

20 21.04.2017 Pulavanpadi                    2,850

21 21.04.2017 Nelliankulam                       350

22 21.04.2017 Mazhuvankarunai 3,000

23 21.04.2017 Pallikonda                    4,550

24 21.04.2017 Kariyandal                  12,150

25 21.04.2017 Pallalakuppam                    1,850

26 21.04.2017 Anthoniyar Nagar

(Uriurkuppam) 2,500
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27 21.04.2017 Somasipadi                    2,000

28 21.04.2017 Thanipadi                       500

29 21.04.2017 Thalayampallam                   2,000

30 21.04.2017 Thiruvannamalai                 23,300

31 21.04.2017 Theresapuram                    1,500

32 21.04.2017 Pulivanandal                    1,500

33 21.04.2017 Kolapalore                    8,060

34 21.04.2017 Thandrampet                       600

35 21.04.2017 Salai                    1,030

36 21.04.2017 Thirumalai 1,500

37 21.04.2017 Viruduvilanginan 2,000

38 24.04.2017 Assumption Cathedral,

Vellore 58,800

39 24.04.2017 Veeralure 18,830

40 24.04.2017 C.Nammiandal 37,801

41 24.04.2017 Haffieldspet 4,270

42 24.04.2017 Narasingapuram  944

43 26.04.2017 Perunthuraipet                      643

44 19.04.2017 St. Thomas Hospital,

Chetpet                  4,000

TOTAL               3,18,414

Rev. Fr. A. R. Antony Samy
Director, VSSS, Vellore

����������

%/&,1&",%+�b�UNO�DZ�	����
�%%&,,�	2�F-�� .��T�

-8 QNJ��!�E� (��
�=6�B�4,�>�S8:�	M��U!� ��E

���c=@����!�S� �L�-Z���(�����(�����C�� (�<)(2

�'�`���_� ��
�	U�� ���8*�A�>&� -Z�� 6<3(R�*!



15

S��(	�E>&���
�K�^�@��3`!B� ��E���@���P3J����:=��

J>3`����K�^;�B��N(E��'([������
3()*>&

S��(	�E>B���
�K�^�@��3`!B� ��E���@���P3J����:=��

J>3`����K�^;�B���(Q��'([������
3()*>&

 C�A�(�DR<5>� %,�`�@A�����B�DdM������0���<5>�

�	�=��� %4$�  ��E��F����S�[*!� (� �NO��!�E��

���7!��(�6�����(2=�E�&�(����(�����C��������U�B

����
=6!�@�3�(��� ��E��FM!�S�=����B�(���)A

��(��!a��@�3(���(2JM�� �):����8*��&��<)� �����&

�
���������@NO��U�� ��E��F��7!�(2��F�(���)AB

e��-=>�Pf��<�(�DY�� ��E��F�����7!�(2��F

6��(*� ���
�N��  �):����8*��&� ���c=@�=� ��
-� ��

���U�� ��EU!� C���=����B��*�	��F���[�!�	(:=6

 (@E��&���E<�����Q;�Z��3():�-Z�� %&1,�	2��

K��;�(N�>&

� ��&��
����)

��
-

�������������

Ecumenical and Dialogue Commission

Most of the parishes had conducted a united Christian

Palm Sunday procession in our diocese. Tiruvannamalai

district has a significant presence of the Arcot Lutheran

Church (ALC) members. Therefore, the RCCs and the

ALCs,  unitedly arranged for an Ecumenical “Passion Play”

in a grand level at Sharon School ground, Tiruvannamalai.

Pastor Gurunathan, Fr. Gnanajothi, Pastor Gnana Sekaran,

Fr. Prasath and Mr. Jeevarathnam ardently collaborated

for this. More than five thousand people watched and



16

witnessed this programme which went for two and a half

an hour on 9 April 2017 on Palm Sunday evening.

On 16 April,  Easter Sunday Evening, both, the Church of

South India (CSI) and the RC Church had arranged for a

united Easter Celebration in the CSI Matric Higher

Secondary School, SIPCOT, Ranipet. Fr. James Vincent

the Parish Priest of Sipcot and other pastors had planned

arranged and executed well the celebration. There were

about 1000 people participated in this celebration.

TNBC programme held in our diocese for Ecumenism and

Interreligious Dialogue, on 24 and 25 April 2017.

“Ecumenical Formation,” “Inter-religious Dialogue

Approach” were the themes dealt respectively for the two

days. About 28 people from various Dioceses of Tamil Nadu

such as the Secretaries, joint secretaries and volunteers

(future collaborators) took part in this programme at Sneha

Deepam  Vellore. The resource persons were  Bishop Most

Rev. Lawrence Pius, President of the Commissions,

Rev. Fr. Thangaraj the Secretary of the Commissions and

Rev. Fr. Chinappan OMI – Director,  Kanchipuram Ashram.

Rev. Msgr.  I John Robert, Vicar General, Vellore had

visited and gave a brief message on Inter religious dialogue.

The participants were taken to visit Vellore Fort and

Cathedral on the 24 evening. The volunteers From our

diocese who took part in this programme were Catechist

Philominraj, Sr. Priyanka sshj and Sr. Bridgitt sshj.

Fr.. M. Thangaraj

Secretary,  Ecumenism and Dialogue Commission.
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This Year Auxilium College is starting a new course

“Bachelor of Hospital Management” in Collaboration with

the C.M.C Hospital. All the Parish Priests kindly make

wide publicity regarding this course in your parishes for

the eligible young girls. (B.Com, B.B.A., English eligible

students can apply)

All the parish priests kindly send a letter along with the

applications of the Parish girls when they apply to Auxilium

College to identify them as Catholic girls. Applications are

available from 24 April 2017 onwards.

M.B.A and B.Ed courses are available.

Principal

Auxilium College

Gandhi Nagar, Vellore

Birthday

Rev. Fr. M. Packiasamy 01.05.1941

Rev. Fr. P. Sugam Nayagam 02.05.1982

Rev. Fr. Johnny Edakkara 05.05.1952

Rev. Fr. P.J.Xavier 06.05.1928

Rev. Fr. S. Ratchaganathan 06.05.1967

Rev. Fr. T. Ignasi 07.05.1954

Rev. Fr. M. Rajan 10.05.1982

Rev. Fr. K. O. Abraham 11.05.1935

Rev. Fr. L. John Stephan 25.05.1968

Rev. Fr. A. Nambikairaj 26.05.1935

Rev.Fr. A. Mangala David 26.05. 1971
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Rev. Fr. Y. Sathish Raj 27.05.1983

Rev. Fr. A. Pancras 29.05.1956

Rev. Msgr. I. John Robert 29.05.1963

Rev. Fr. A. Sunderraj 29.05.1974

Rev. Fr. R. Sigamani 30.05.1986

Ordination

Rev. Fr. S. Lazar Savarimuthu 01.05.1979

Rev. Fr. A. Kulandesu 01.05.1987

Rev. Fr. M. Abraham 02.05.1986

Rev. Fr. M. Amalanathan 02.05.2004

Rev. Fr. Y. Arockiasamy 03.05.1987

Rev. Msgr. I. John Robert 03.05.1989

Rev. Fr. A. Roy Lazar 04.05.1987

Rev. Fr. A. Anthony 04.05.2000

Rev. Fr. A. Lourdu Xavier 04.05.2000

Rev. Fr. S. John Bosco 05.05.1977

Rev. Fr. P. Albin Justus 05.05.1982

Rev. Fr. S. Arulappan 05.05.1988

Rev. Fr. D. Panneerselvam 05.05.1988

Rev. Fr. A. Arockiasamy 05.05.2003

Rev. Fr. M. Devenesan 05.05.2011

Rev. Fr. A. Devasagayam 05.05.2011

Rev. Fr. P. Maran 05.05.2011

Rev. Fr. T. Prem Kumar 05.05.2011

Rev. Fr. I. Valanarasu 05.05.2011

Rev. Fr. M. Yesu Dass 05.05.2011

Rev. Fr. B. Yesu Prabhu 06.05.2011

Rev. Fr. A. Stephen 07.05.1979
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Rev. Fr. M. Irudayasamy 08.05.2000

Rev. Fr. M. Martin 09.05.1984

Rev. Fr. M. Thangaraj 09.05.2003

Rev. Fr. S. Jose Enchackal 10.05.1979

Rev. Fr. V. Kuriakose Kariakatt 10.05.1982

Rev. Fr. N. Sagayanathan Kanikairaj 10.05.2004

Rev.Fr. M. Backiyaraj 10.05.2014

Rev. Fr. R. Susai Regis 12.05.1983

Rev. Fr. R. Anthony Samy 13.05.1983

Rev. Fr. A. Sunderraj 13.05.2003

Rev. Fr. I. Arokiasamy 14.05.1986

Rev. Fr. D. Martin Santhakumar 14.05.2004

Rev. Fr. S. Antony Buddhan 15.05.1984

Rev. Fr. T. Ignasi 15.05.1984

Rev. Fr. C. Dayalaraj 16.05.1991

Rev. Fr. A. John Baptist 17.05.1993

Rev. Fr. S. Malayappan 17.05.1993

Rev. Fr. A. Maria Michael 19.05.1971

Rev. Fr. A. C. Savarimuthu 20.05.1976

Rev. Fr. S. Ratchaganathan 20.05.1994

Rev. Fr. S. Sagayanathan 22.05.2003

Rev. Fr. Johnny Edakkara 24.05.1978

Rev. Fr. J. Jayaprakasam 24.05.1983

Rev. Fr. S. A. S. Clement Rosario 25.05.1993

Rev. Fr. R. James Vincent 26.05.1983

Rev. Fr. Mangaladavid 26.05.1999

Rev. Fr. J. Irudayaraj 28.05.1992

Rev. Msgr. M. Joe Lourdusamy 29.05.1982
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Intentions

Christians in Africa

Let us pray that Christians in Africa, in imitation of the

Merciful Jesus, may give prophetic witness to

reconciliation, justice and peace.

Calender

01 Mon Joseph the Worker

02 Tue St. Athanasius Bp., Dr., Mem

03 Wed Ss. Philip and James App, Feast

07 Sun 4th Sunday of Easter

13 Sat Our Lady of Fathima

14 Sun 5th Sunday of Easter

21 Sun 6th Sunday of Easter

28 Sun Ascention of the Lord, Solemnity

31 Tue The Visitation of the BVM, Feast

Necrology

Rev. Fr. P. S. Andreas Patthi 03.05.1997

Rev. Fr. Hugh Tuene SDB 05.05.1996

Rev. Fr. Francis Philip SDB 12.05.1950

Rev. Fr. Orpheus Mentovani SDB 19.05.1967

Rev. Fr. V. F. Xavier 24.05.1992

Rev. Fr. C. Edambadam 27.05.1995

Rev. Fr. A. T. Thomas 28.05.1998

Rev. Fr. Henry Kallmeier SDB 30.05.1930

Rev. Fr. T. Ignatius 31.05.1990


